The following testimony is being presented to the
Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board by Arden
Tewksbury, Manager of Progressive Agriculture
Organization, regarding the amount of the over-
order premium that all qualified Pennsylvania
dairy farmers are receiving.
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September 4, 2019



September 4, 2019

To: The Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board regarding
the level of the over-order premium that can be
levied on milk that is produced in Pennsylvania and
consumed in Pennsylvania

Mr. Chairman and other Board members:

| am submitting my credentials only to illustrate my
worthiness to address the Board today. However, |
will not read them.

*In addition to operating my dairy farm in
Meshoppen Township, Wyoming County,
Pennsylvania for over 50 years, | have also been
involved with many farm organizations. In the 1960s
| served on the dairy committee of the Pennsylvania
Farm Bureau, later on | served on the dairy
committees of the Pennsylvania Farmers Union, and
the Pennsylvania State Grange for several years. In
the 1970s, | was elected to the Board of Directors of
Eastern Milk Producers, which | served for 9 years.
While there, | was on the Executive Board for 7 years,
2 years as Vice-President, and 5 years as President of



the Co-op. During my term as President, we were
successful in bringing Leprino Foods into South
Waverly, Pennsylvania, which took care of a
substantial amount of milk that many times was
homeless. After leaving the Board, | served as
assistant to the General Manager, and later on, | did
consulting work for Leprino Foods. During the
1980s, | was hired to do membership and dairy work
for the Pennsylvania Farmers Union and was named
manager of the Northern Tier Farmers Union Co-op.
| also became a director of the Regional Marketing
Cooperative Agency and also the Regional Bargaining
Agency. In 1985, | was named Granger of the Year
for the State of Pennsylvania. In 1991, several dairy
farmers started the Progressive Agriculture
Organization, which | have managed since that time.

Mr. Chairman, today in addition to representing the
Progressive Agriculture Organization, I’'m also
representing the Dairy Sub-committee of the
National Family Farm Coalition of Washington DC.
The Coalition has other members in Pennsylvania in



addition to Pro-Ag. Members of the Coalition come
from at least 20 other states.

In addition to my credentials, | want to add that |
have been a School Director of the Elk Lake School
District for 59 years. | now have been elected to the
Board of Directors of the Northeastern Educational
Intermediate Unit (NEIU) regional Educational Board.
This Board oversees 21 schools in the northeastern
part of Pennsylvania. One of the benefits of this
position has allowed me to obtain the support of all
of these schools to officially support returning whole
milk back into the school lunch program. *

Today | want to illustrate Pro-Ag’s position to
continue the PMMB over-order premium at $1.00
per cwt. until another hearing is called for by the
PMMB. While we recognize the PMMB premium
(which started in the middle 1980’s) is not received
by all Pennsylvania dairy farmers; however, the
impact of the premium allows some of us to
negotiate over-order premiums from milk handlers
like Readington Farms of White House, New Jersey.
Readington is still paying all of their dairy farmers a



$1.00 per cwt. unqualified premium. We are again
submitting a producer’s receipt from Readington
Farms illustrating the payment of the premium.

We are also submitting a letter from Mr. William
McBride, who is in charge of developing the cost of
production figures for many agricultural products,
including the national average cost of producing milk,
which in 2018 was $21.66.

Obviously, the PMMB premium of $1.00 per cwt. will
help some of our Pennsylvania dairy farmers close
the gap between the price they receive as compared
to their cost of producing their milk. Once more, |
appreciate the effort that the PMMB is making to
help our Pennsylvania dairy farmers.

In my opinion, the PMMB premium will continue to
be necessary until our elected officials decide to take
appropriate actions to correct the pricing inequities
for all of our American dairy farmers.

Sincerely,



Arden Tewksbury, Manager; Progressive Agriculture
Organization

1300 Rattle Snake Hill Rd

Meshoppen, PA 18630
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June 2018 Settlement
Plant: Readington Farms, Inc. Date: 7/17/201% Grade: A Soc Sec:
Rte: 4000 Prod: QS - 00 Name: VNN Pay Period: €/30/2019
YEAR TO DATE Permit #
Product 1,512,915 Gross 288,378.19 Farm Pur 0.00 Hauling 21,591.8¢
Dairy Col 801.96 Dues/Feea 801.96 Dairy Pur 0.00 Adver 1,603.9;
RECEIPTS
1 0 7 0 13 0 1a 15,659 22 15,928 28 14,82¢
2 15,043 8 15,444 14 14,952 17 0 23 0 29 {
3 0 9 0 15 0 18 14,160 24 14,066 30 1a4,86:
& 13,179 10 14,008 19 0 25 0 31 (
S 0 11 0 20 15,389 26 16,018
6 15,462 12 - 16,412 21 0 27 0 .
COMPONENT TEST WEIGHT FMO MIN PLANT PRICE VALUE:
Product ’ 225,406 PED 2.0100 0.0000 4,830, 6¢
Butterfat 3.672200 8,293.14 Fat 2.6579 0.0000 22,042, 3:
Protein 2.982300 6,722.28 Protein 2.0046 0.0000 13,475.4¢
Othersolids 5.771500 13,009.31 QTS 0.1702 0.0000 2,214.1¢
TotalSolids 12.423100 28,024 .95 SCC ) 0.00000 0.00000 0.0¢
SolidsNonFat 8.753800 15,731.59 Class 1 adjustment -0.1499 «338.1C
Skim 96.320000 217,112.86 Adtl Farm Compensation 0.0¢(C
Antibiotic NEG 0.0000 0.0¢
gscc 315 0.0000 0.0¢
PlateCount 7 0.0000 0.0¢
Cryoscope 532 0.0000 0.0¢
Sediment 1l PREMIUM 1.0000 2,254.,0¢
PI 0 0.0000 0.0¢
Dasteurization 230 0.0000 0.0¢
. 0.0000 0.0¢C
Average Price 192.5995 Farm Cross Pay 44,178.6¢
To Partners Lbs 0 To Partners $ 0.0¢
Adtl Compensation 0.0¢
Adjusted Lbs 225,406 Adjusted Gross 44,178.62
Deductions 20,506.92 Assignments 0.00 Total Aagn/Dedct 20,506.9:2
Itemized Assignmenta, Deductions, Compensations Total Deposits 23,671.7¢C
Hauling Charge ~2,997.90 Stop Charge -35.00 Advance -17,023.2:
NATIONAL DAIRY -112.70 MA MARKETING § ~112.70 AMERICAN DAIRY -225.4;
XXXAXXKKKX7201 -23,671.70 q(
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You received this mail because Arden shared these photos with you. If you no longer wish to receive
email notifications of shared photos, unsubscribe here.
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